For Boys
The Fourth Stall by Chris Rylander

Sixth-graders Mac and Vince operate a
business charging schoolmates for protection
from bullies and for help to negotiate
conflicts peacefully, with amazing challenges
and results.
The Adventures of Beanboy
by Lisa Harkrader

Wheaton, Kansas, seventh-grader Tucker
MacBean loves comic books, so when his
favorite comic has a contest to create a
sidekick, he is hopeful that he can win,
thereby fixing his struggling family.
The Compound by S.A. Bodeen

Fifteen-year-old Eli, locked inside a radiationproof compound built by his father to keep them
safe following a nuclear attack, begins to
question his future, as well as his father's grip on
sanity as the family's situation steadily
disintegrates over the course of six years.
Deep Zone: A Football Genius Novel
by Tim Green

Twelve-year-old football stars Troy White and Ty
Lewis are eager to face each other in a seven-onseven tournament being held at the Super Bowl in
Miami, unaware that bad choices made by
members of their families will put both boys in
danger.
Lincoln’s Grave Robbers
by Steve Sheinkin

A fictionalized account of how counterfeiter
Benjamin Boyd's gang stole the body of Abraham
Lincoln and demanded Boyd's release from jail
and two hundred thousand dollars as ransom and
the efforts of the Secret Service to recover the
remains.

Check out one of these titles
previously on the Mt. Laurel Summer
Reading List for Incoming 7th
Graders!
Olive’s Ocean by Kevin Hesse

On a summer visit to her grandmother's
cottage by the ocean, twelve-year-old
Martha gains perspective on the death of a
classmate, on her relationship with her
grandmother, on her feelings for an older
boy, and on her plans to be a writer.
Hidden Talents by David Lubar
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Thirteen-year-old Martin, a new student at
an alternative school for misfits and problem
students, falls in with a group of boys with
psychic powers and discovers something
surprising about himself.
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen

Roy, who is new to his small Florida
community, becomes involved in another
boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing
owls from a proposed construction site.
Flush by Carl Hiaasen

With their father jailed for sinking a river
boat, Noah Underwood and his younger
sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the
owner of this floating casino is emptying his
bilge tanks into the protected waters around
their Florida Keys home.
Or try the newest Carl’s Hiassen’s novel:
Chomp
Created by Mrs. Jennifer Gallagher
HMS Library Media Specialist
2013
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For Girls
Pie
by Sarah Weeks

When Alice's Aunt Polly passes away, she
takes with her the secret to her world-famous
pie-crust recipe. Or does she? In her will,
Polly leaves the recipe to her extraordinarily
surly cat Lardo . . . and then leaves Lardo in
the care of Alice.The whole community is
going pie-crazy . . . and it's up to Alice to
discover the ingredients that really matter.
Three Times Lucky
by Shelia Turnage

Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo
Landing, North Carolina, Mo LoBeau,
now eleven, and her best friend Dale turn
detective when the amnesiac Colonel,
owner of a café and co-parent of Mo with
his cook, Miss Lana, seems implicated in
a murder.

Thirteen by Lauren Myracle

Winnie's thirteenth year brings many joys
and challenges as she negotiates her
relationship with her first boyfriend and
realizes that change is inevitable in her
friends, family, and even herself.
One for the Murphys
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Carley struggles with being open to love
after she suffers a betrayal that forces her
to move in with a foster family.
Matched by Ally Condie
Cassia has always had complete trust in
the Society to make decisions for her, but
when she is being paired with her ideal
mate, a second face flashes on the screen,
and Cassia begins to doubt the Society's
infallibility as she tries to decide which
boy she truly loves.

Books with Something for Everyone
Wonder
by R.J. Palacio
Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman,
who was born with extreme
facial abnormalities and was
not expected to survive, goes
from being home-schooled to
entering fifth grade at a
private middle school in
Manhattan, which entails
enduring the taunts and fear
of his classmates.
I.Q: Independence Hall by Roland Smith
Thirteen-year-old Q and fifteen-year-old
Angela expect their lives to become
complicated when his mother and her father,
wildly popular musicians, marry, but not that
they will face spies and terrorists in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania,
twelve-year-old Jack Gantos spends the
summer of 1962 grounded for various
offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly
neighbor with a most unusual chore.
The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt
Seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood, stuck in
Mrs. Baker's classroom during the 1967 school
year while his classmates go to either
Catechism or Hebrew school, learns much of
value about the world in which he lives from
the study of the plays of William Shakespeare.
Liar and Spy by Rebecca Stead
Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving
from a house to an apartment, his father's
efforts to start a new business, his mother's
extra shifts as a nurse, being picked on at
school, and Safer, a boy who wants his help
spying on another resident of their building.

Flipped
by Wendelin Van
Draanen
In alternating chapters,
two teenagers describe
how their feelings about
themselves, each other,
and their families have
changed over the years.

Schooled by Gordon Korman
Cap lives in isolation with his
grandmother, a former hippie; but when
she falls from a tree and breaks her hip,
Cap is sent to a foster home where he
has his first experience in a public school.
The Warrior Heir
by Cinda Williams Chima
After learning about his magical ancestry
and his own warrior powers, sixteenyear-old Jack embarks on a training
program to fight enemy wizards.
(1st in a series.)
Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip
by Jordan Sonnenblick
After an injury ends former star pitcher
Peter Friedman's athletic dreams, he
concentrates on photography which leads
him to a girlfriend, new fame as a high
school sports photographer, and a deeper
relationship with his beloved grandfather.
Out of my Mind by Sharon M. Draper
Considered by many to be mentally
retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader
with cerebral palsy discovers a
technological device that will allow her to
speak for the first time.

